As mercury and the other medicines usually given in ascites had no permanent effect upon the disease, and as they were affecting my patient's general health, I discontinued them, and left the case to nature, excepting that the fluid was occasionally drawn off', when, from its pressure, it affected the functions of the respiratory organs. In proportion as my patient regained his usual health, the fluid in the abdomen increased more slowly.
It is now about six months since the last operation, and though there be still enlargement in the right hypochondrium, and more than natural fulness of the abdomen, my patient is in tolerably good health, and able to follow his usual employment. Alforcl, 9.5th October 1834.
